
2020 Easter Book Program

“People don’t do anything until they are 

inspired, but once they are inspired there 

is almost nothing they won’t do.”

— M AT T H E W  K E L LY 
 

One of the best ways to make sure your parishioners 

read the book is to engage with them before and 

after handing it out. We wanted to make this as easy 

for you as possible, so here are some ideas of how to 

integrate Three Days in your homilies.
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Palm Sunday

Make an announcement about the books at least 

one time before Easter. We recommend you do 

this during the homily instead of announcements 

because people are generally more engaged during 

the homily.

Here are some thoughts:

•  Think about Jesus’ time in Jerusalem as a child 

   when he was “lost” for three days, the subject 

   of the book Three Days—but think about it in 

   the context of his return to Jerusalem. He was first 

   praised and glorified, but then quickly turned upon 

   and killed. Do you think the boy Jesus knew he 

   would be killed in Jerusalem?

•  Some of the chief priests and elders who 

   campaigned against Jesus might have been there 

   when Jesus was just a boy in the temple 

   impressing them with his wisdom of scripture. How 

   does that color their envy?

H O M I LY  P R O M P T S :  T H R E E  D AY S
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Easter Sunday

The goal here is to let people know about the books: 

what the book is about, why they need to take one 

home, why they need to read it, and how a great 

book can change everything. Show parishioners 

the book—hold it up high for them to see. And then 

make it personal.

Suggested talking points:

•  If you’ve read the book, make this personal. What 

   resonated for you? Feel free to read a portion right 

   there from the pulpit!

•  The scripture that inspired Three Days and today’s 

   Gospel have one very striking similarity. When Mary 

   finally found Jesus in the temple, he was surprised 

   at her being surprised: “Where else would I be?” 

   Now, Mary of Magdala and Peter come searching 

   for Jesus—like Mary and Joseph in search of the 

   boy Jesus—and it shouldn’t be a surprise! He told 

   them he would rise from the dead. And yet, they 

   were expecting to find a dead body! When we 

   search for Jesus, do we look in the right place? And 

   are we surprised to find him right where we knew 

   he would be?
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Sunday of Divine Mercy

This week’s goal is simple: remind your parishioners to 

begin reading the book.

Suggested talking points:

•  Today’s Gospel ends with this line: “Jesus did many 

   other signs in the presence of his disciples that are 

   not written in this book. But these are written that 

   you may come to believe.” Not much is known about 

   Jesus’s childhood other than the events described in 

   Three Days. Why do you think this one story remains 

   in the Gospel?

•  The apostles were hiding and Jesus came to them. 

   Mary lost Jesus in Three Days and even the Mother 

   of God had to go looking for him. Sometimes we 

   have to seek and sometimes he comes to us when 

   we are running away. Do you encounter Jesus more 

   when running to hide or when you actively search 

   for him?


