
There are some incredible Holy Moments in today’s Gospel. Every day and with every step the Magi took to 

follow the star to honor Jesus, was a Holy Moment. The chief priests and the scribes accurately interpreting 

and then sharing where Jesus would be. The Magi joyously finding Jesus, prostrating themselves before Jesus 

and honoring him with their gifts. And one last moment where the Magi, following the movement of the Holy 

Spirit through their dreams, decided not to return to Herod. 

While there are many Holy Moments within today’s reading, there are also some tragic unholy moments  

Herod used the Magi to find Jesus for the purpose of killing him. He saw him as a threat not a savior and was 

willing to take the life of God rather than seek his place in the story of God 

We can push this even further. Herod had a chance millions have wished for over the last two millenniums. A 

chance to be with Jesus while he was on earth. A chance to know him, be in his presence, worship him, seek 

his wisdom, and so on. But so caught up in his ego, and pride, and self-interest, all he could see was a threat 

to his earthly power. 

But Herod isn’t the only one. All of Jerusalem was aware of Magi claiming that the King of the Jews, the 

Messiah had been born. Take that in for a moment. The ENTIRE region was aware that these wisemen believed 

the messiah was among them. Did they hear the prompting of God and follow the Magi and the star to 

worship their king? No. Instead, they had an unholy moment. They stayed back in fear. They let their one 

opportunity to see and be with Jesus slip away. 

For some of you, as we have dived into the book Holy Moments, you are still wondering what a Holy Moment 

is. Well, today, let’s pull wisdom, not from holiness but from unholiness. 

The truth is, you don’t need anyone to define what a Holy Moment is and what an unholy moment is. When 

you’re faced with a decision, you know what God is asking of you. And even if you don’t right away, with 

enough time, prayer, and silence you will. 

Some moments are Holy. Some moments are unholy. You get to decide. 

Herod made his choice. The people of Jerusalem made their choice. The Magi made theirs. And now you get 

to make yours. 

Will you seek Jesus? Will you go to whatever length is needed to be with him? Will you do whatever you need 

to in order to avoid him? Or will you actively try and destroy him and all he stands for? 

We all get to make this choice and we get to make it each and every day. 

The only question is, what will you choose?
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