
We often hear the song “O Come O Come Emmanuel” throughout the Advent season. This song is based 

off of passages in the Book of Isaiah. There are many different names for the coming Messiah prophesied 

in this book. And when prayed in the days leading up to Christmas Eve, we call these the O Antiphons.

December 17
Bible Verse: And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 

and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not 

judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear (Isaiah 11:2-3) 

 

Antiphon: O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding creation with power and love: come to teach us the path of 

knowledge!

December 18
Bible Verse: But with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall 

smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be 

the girdle of his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. (Isaiah 11:4-5) 

 

Antiphon: O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with your mighty power!

December 19
Bible Verse: In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the peoples; him shall the nations seek, and his 

dwellings shall be glorious. (Isaiah 11:10) 

 

Antiphon: O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all his people: come to save us without delay!

December 20
Bible Verse: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will 

be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

 

Antiphon: O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of darkness!

December 21
Bible Verse: But there will be no gloom for her that was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land 

of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the nations. (Isaiah 9:1) 

 

Antiphon: O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in 

the shadow of death.

December 22
Bible Verse: He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 

any more. (Isaiah 2:4) 

 

Antiphon: O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!

December 23
Bible Verse: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Emmanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

 

Antiphon: O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: come to save us, Lord our God!
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